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FELLOW TRAVELERS

an opera

Composed by: Gregory Spears
PART ONE Libretto by:  Greg Pierce
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*In an effort to give a complete picture of the orchestral part, this score contains more lines than are playable
by a single pianist. In these sections the pianist may choose which lines to play. In performance, two pianos should be used.
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In the Bookstore. A BOOKSELLER
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Lights stay up on MARY and MISS LIGHTFOOT
as they go back to work. TIM resumes

conversation with BOOKSELLER.
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MARY rolls her eyes.
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MISS LIGHTFOOT does a swishy, limp-wristed impression,

laughing at her own joke.
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TIM steps into the office suddenly,

book in hand.

[FELLOW TRAVELERS - PV 2016]

MISS LIGHTFOOT prances about, imitating Jerry.
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MARY smiles, not wanting to participate in this.
She knows exactly what's happening: HAWK has snagged another one.
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TIM'S APARTMENT
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Evening. The radio is playing. It's the tail end of “Mystery Voice” into the news: McCarthy, North Korean Atrocity hearings. Chicken soup is on the stove.
TIM stirs it. He sits at the small table in the kitchen. It's cluttered with books, papers, and newspapers. He is writing a letter to his sister, FRANCIE.
Lights up on FRANCIE, standing at the other side of the stage, in her “kitchen.” She's pregnant. She is reading TIM's letter as he writes it.)
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(voices on the radio)
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Three sharp knocks at the door. TIM puts down his pen and looks up, alarmed.
) =158 No one ever knocks. He stares at the door. He gets up. He pauses. His landlord?
He opens the door cautiously. It's HAWK. They stand frozen in the doorway.
518
9 ﬁmﬂm ~ |\ A s A
o4& = B —— T I — — i —— — e — —— S ———— T
A1V e ] 0 .. . . 0 0 I I T |\J T : 0 o
o < * | S s \/4 -J < ;} a o | & <7 &
Pno. »p ~——
4 N
o o 11 Lo} - . . - . . - . . - . . - . . - . . . .
AT 1 ® ® e @ ®
é 1 ﬂr. S e < = < = < Eo—— < o < = < 0 —
- p p 7 7 p =TT
525 mf’ b
n £ o £ o
o o 1L - I - I I 1 < I 1 1 o o° ]
L= S : = e — e e e S = =
il _PI. 1 1 | I I I u ]
Hi - ya Skip-py! What's for din-ner?

o = —

Pno. ~ =
N i N N N

ﬁ: zuﬁ” . . ? D . . - . . .
11;:. Hﬁ : : h 0 . . . . . : — :
pmr—1 —r—r —r—r T
(HAWK is amused. He stirs the soup. It looks disgusting-he puts the lid back on.
TIM is in disbelief. He watches HAWK as though he were a hallucination).
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HAWK sees the letter on the desk. He reads the first line.
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TIM wanders into ST. PETER'S. It's the following afternoon.
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(Red and green stained glass “resembles Christmas wrapping.” Maybe there is something in the stained glass's Christian
imagery that echoes Tim's Bermuda fantasy-a moon over a sea, a bird, etc. Tim seems distracted, almost intoxicated.)
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Everyone “parties off” leaving Hawk all alone.
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(HAWK does this, slowly. He’s hyper-aware of his walk.

The INTERROGATOR watches, then scribbles something
down on his clipboard. He removes a piece of paper from a

folder and thrusts it into HAWK’s hands.)
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(HAWK pauses, looks up at
the INTERROGATOR, grins.)
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1087 mf (The TECHNICIAN puts sensors on HAWK, who flinches.)
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(Lights up on TIM in another part of the stage.)
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(The INTERROGATOR nods once to the TECHNICIAN, who tears off a long
piece of paper and labels it. The TECHNICIAN removes the sensors from HAWK.)
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TIM’S APARTMENT

121 (HAWK gets his coat, trying to hide the fact that he’s rattled. He leaves. He walks over to TIM’s bed,
unbuttons his shirt, and lies down, thinking about what just happened. TIM enters from his kitchen, shirtless—

they just made love. He’s got a bottle of wine and some cups. He sits down on the bed.)
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McCARTHY MEETING

(Lights change. From bed, TIM listens to McCARTHY carrying on.

Eventually, TIM gets up and wanders into this meeting.)
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(getting serious)

(He pours TIM some whiskey.)
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(Lights down on POTTER and McCARTHY.
TIM walks away. TOMMY follows him.)
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SEN. MCCARTHY (on the radio)
Don’t be coy with me, General Zwicker.

ZWICKER
I just don’t like anyone questioning my honesty.

ZWICKER SEN. MCCARTHY (fiery)

I am not being coy, sir. Either your honesty or your intelligence—I can’t help
questioning one or the other. Anyone with the brains

SEN. MCCARTHY of a five-year-old child can understand it: A general

Yes you are. who says “I'll protect another general who protects
Communists” is not fit to wear that uniform, General.
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(TIM wanders over to a blank space. Weeks pass without HAWK.
He’s in agony. He rolls the cufflinks around in his hand. )
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167
THE OLD POST OFFICE
(Maybe an American flag. TIM is pacing. He picks up an empty milk bottle. He
hasn’t slept in days. He is coming unhinged. HAWK arrives, looking disheveled)
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172 HAWK’S OFFICE

(TIM drops the milk bottle. They listen.
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TIM in FRANCE / HAWK in CHEVY CHASE

(Two years have passed. TIM wanders into a Cathedral in France. HAWK is raking leaves from the lawn of his new house.

They are thinking about each other.)
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(It’s February, 1957. TIM’s back in DC. He seems older now. More in control.

HAWK has rented a house for them to be together.)

BRICK HOUSE: Tim and Hawk’s new love den.
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(Lights up on TIM, lying in bed in the Brick House as MARY
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TIM gets up and walks past HAWK, leaving him standing there.

Neither of them acknowledge the goodbye.

J.: 52

232

835

A¢)
) V=]

D

LT e

B
ar

o)

drink your milk.

and

prayers

Lo

T

-

N e

T

(® )

T 4
=
b

T
o

/—\K

o

L

11

o

—

A¢)
) V-]
N
()

1
b
v

1
1)

Ll
:
—"ﬁ&%j

P A Ihar)

| fan Y

Hout

#

y X0

o
AT

).

lg
o®

i

Pno.

TTR—

Sree _ﬁﬁ o N
N [ 18N
ol
. (YO &
N olle . BL L)
(YRR N
[Ty ol Qe [ 10 NG
Celell] elia]
[Ty Qe N
(I Y LINE BY
6 ol Bk L)
(VY
[T oLl e [ in NG
(Y Y
[T} ™
(Y0 Y
[Ty Qe
(MY
(T SN e [ In NG
(MY il
[Ty “
S YL Y
[T’y oQlle
£l el el
\ il
ol A /
N q
! hﬁ
- . > &
L [ v
e e
Y o[l
T CR VL)
Nevol @ de¢ ol
' “ -b|_ “Ty
1k A «
! I
i v “4e
e N
L
e |
vim o “Te
i A \
[ 1N
Y R ..
N n 1)
>rfe o Qa0
(N N NN
. . LN
A i _n |U|u
RL.N m NN
PN N a

Pno.



[FELLOW TRAVELERS - PV 2016] 232

840 3 o o o o 3 o o o b o o o '3 o 3 o o -
H 1 il ol s il il s s s s il s Do » » » » » & & ® o9 o & » ® &
g D bH O 1y 1y |y |y 1y | 1y |y 1y 1y |y |y | |y | | |

oV L 7 » o [t [t » 7] [t [t [t ot » ot ot ot
j e 2 e T
Y 4 L"\ 171 [y 4 d d 1 F F t
(OREEN ! e - —
J { A = i ] === ————
Pno. —
b e, . — |
g D bH O 1 1 = >y o Ay o
v T 7] T e e ) e y X0
o= 2 ! ! ﬁ —=
g =T ’
/
J j - |
e 1 1 reY - 1
<) ® ® ® $
VD H O 1] 1 1]

i |4 4 14 ; i ;I-
NEW YORK: coda

TIM walks slowly to Hell’s Kitchen. Dirty bricks remind him of the Brick House.

TIM hears the clarinet. He looks up. There in the window, he sees the silhouette

2373| of the Clarinet Man. He pauses. Does he want this? The door to the Clarinet Man’s
/_\ building is open a crack. HAWK watches from the shadows as TIM goes in.
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