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BUTTONWOOD

(String Quartet no. 1)

Commissioned by the JACK Quartet and underwritten by
the American Composers Forum with funds from the Jerome Foundation.

In the winter of 2010 I was invited by Dr. Morris Schimmel to complete a six-week artist
residency at the Buttonwood Psychiatric Unit in Burlington County, NJ. Twice a week I
brought music to the unit, performed for and with patients and observed the remarkable
staff interact with the residents. Butfonwood (2010) is a musical meditation on this unique
artist residency project and is dedicated to the staff and patients I encountered at the
hospital. The starting material for the piece was a short anthem I wrote for the patients
during the residency (“O Buttonwood”). In the string quartet I stretched the melodic and
harmonic materials of this song into a twenty-three minute adagio in an effort to evoke
the feeling of quiet struggle and intense introspection that permeated the halls of the unit.

-Performance Notes-

- ‘N’ —placed over a note indicates scratch-tone produced by excessive bow
pressure. The scratch-tone should sound as expressive as possible - a sort of
languorous straining. The player should try to retain as much of the original pitch
as possible when producing this timbre.

- ‘SP’ —placed over a note indicates sul ponticello playing.

- ‘O’ —placed over a note indicates bowing with ordinary bow position and bow
pressure.

- ‘>’ —indicates a gradual and seamless transition from one type of timbre to
another, producing the effect of a tone distorted by noise but never broken by any
sudden changes in timbre or pitch (i.e. O2>SP>N->0).

- ‘nonvib.’ indicates that the player use a minimal amount of vibrato and an early
baroque bowing and phrasing style.

- ‘vib’ or ‘ord.” — cancels a non vib. marking.

- All grace notes should be played before the beat.

c.a.23’

© 2011 Gregory Spears.
All rights administered exclusively by European American Music Distributors LLC.
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* Nearly imperceptible; like a distant airplane. Change bows only when necessary.
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